CHIJ

ST, NICHOLAS GIRLS' SCHOOL
A TRADITION OF E
X
C
E
L
L
E
N
C
E

ESTABLISHED IN 1933

Our school —

in harmony with
Nature

FULFILLING A
MISSION
The school was established in
1933, by the Convent of the Holy
Infant Jesus Sisters, in the
tradition laid down by their
founder, Father Nicholas Barre.

OUR
PHILOSOPHY OF
EDUCATION:

Every Child is Special

The designation of the school
by the Ministry of Education as
a Special Assistance Plan
School further emphasises the
s c h o o l ' s special responsibility
to develop in its students a
stronger awareness of their own
cultural heritage and a keen
sensitivity to the beliefs and
traditions of their fellow citizens.
The school provides both the
Primary and the Secondary
courses for a student population
averaging 3000 annually. A team
of more than a hundred teachers
help to keep the programme
dynamic and relevant.

A BALANCED
ALL-ROUND
DEVELOPMENT
St Nicholas Girls' School
prepares its students for life,

but believes that the careful
planning of the p r o g r a m m e will
help them not to just enjoy life
for themselves but will help
them to improve the quality of
life for their families and for
other people as well.
The programme provides a
balanced all-round education,
encouraging the development of
the students' potentials to the
fullest, encompassing several
aspects: intellectual, social,
physical, moral and spiritual, and
cultivating a keen appreciation of
the aesthetic.
Each student is therefore
expected to do the following:
develop a wide range of
interests;
participate actively in as many
activities as possible;
learn to work effectively as a
member of a team and of the
community.
participate in and contribute to
activities which promote moral
and spiritual growth,
develop a strong moral conscience and be very sensitive
to the needs of her fellow men,
especially to those less fortunate than herself.

The roof gardens command a
breathtaking panoramic view of
the surrounding area, including
the Peirce Reservoir and the golf
course in the vicinity.

LOCATION
Located on the outskirts of Ang
Mo Kio town, St Nicholas Girls'
School is far enough from the
hustle and bustle of the city and
near enough to the hubs of
neighbourhood towns.

CLEAN, GREEN,
HOMELY

A Home Away From Home
The school complex is on
elevated terraced land, and
features a large number of open
spaces and openness to allow free
flow of air. The result is a
relatively spacious and airy
building.

Greenery abounds in the common
areas. The students are
responsible for setting up and
maintaining their own little class
gardens in the balconies of their
classrooms. This direct
involvement provides them with
opportunities to appreciate nature
and to keep a balance between
their studies and the other aspects
of life.
During their mid-morning and
lunch breaks and after classes, the
students relax and interact in the
many little nooks and corners
furnished with sofa sets, deck
chairs, garden table and seats,
and pianos. Some students turn to
the common garden areas, to the
rock gardens, the various fruit
trees, and flowering plants.
Others visit the science pond, the
baby crocodile enclosure, the
roosters, hens and squirrels,
watch the carps in the beautifully
landscaped pond and fountain

area, and listen to the gentle
rushing of the water or the light
tinkling of the wind chimes.

A BIG FAMILY
SPIRIT

Partners in Education
The active involvement of the
parents and our alumnae
enhances the relevance of our
programme. We draw on their
wealth of knowledge, skills
and experience, and their
contributions in many areas and
in different forms complement
the efforts of our teachers.
Their personal support of our
programme has been invaluable
in helping the school achieve
its aims, in building up,
strengthening and improving the
family spirit and atmosphere, and
in impressing upon the students
the value of observing various
traditions and preserving family
unity.

INTELLECTUAL
CONCERNS
Learning for Life

We work very hard to help
our students to achieve
academic excellence and we
are very proud of their
academic successes through
all the years of the school's
existence.
The academic programme
is designed to develop
independent and analytical
thinking, and to encourage
initiative and creativity.
Lessons are generally
student-oriented. Students
interact frequently and
actively with one another
and with their teachers,
learning together and from
one another, in a wide
variety of ways such as
brain-storming sessions,
project work, presentations
by students and
competitions.
Painstaking efforts are made
to ensure that lessons are
meaningful and relevant.
Teachers organize
excursions to various places
in Singapore and overseas.
Students see information
in textbooks and other
resource materials
translated into action and
reality.

PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT

Focus on
A Healthy Lifestyle

Students are encouraged to
take up the challenge of
participating in
competitions, but the
programme gives equal
attention to personal
physical fitness, proper diet,
and healthy habits.
Special features of the
programme are as follows:
Daily mass participation
in specially
choreographed exercises,
as a basic physical
activity.
Exposure of the students
to a wide range of games
and sports to promote a
general awareness of the
many options available.
Intensive training in at
least one game or sport
to enable them to play or
participate in at least one
for a balanced lifestyle.
Seminars, workshops and
camps on skills required
for various sports and
games, on ways to
develop a healthy
lifestyle, and other
related matters.

ENRICHMENT
ACTIVITIES

Acquiring Life Skills
In addition to the regular
extra-curricular activities,
we provide a wide range of
co-curricular and
enrichment courses.
Participation in such
activities gives greater
scope for the students to
learn to appreciate the finer
things in life in the course
of widening their minds and
interests.
The courses vary in
duration and provide
instruction for the
acquisition of skills and
information for personal
enrichment. Some of them
deal with the following:
dancing
composition of music
pieces
song-writing
singing
art appreciation
creative art and craft
work
drama productions
communication skills
creative writing skills
homemaking skills
social etiquette/graces
information technology
community concerns
creative thinking skills
career guidance
leadership training

CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School
Attributes

of

a Saint

Nicholas

Graduate

CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School endeavors to provide a quality, comprehensive education and an environment with
many unique features. Thus our expectations of our pupils are high. Our vision of a St. Nicholas Girls' School
Graduate is that of a cultured, refined and noble lady with great inner beauty, loving God, Nature and Mankind
and possessing all the desirable qualities and attributes that are expected of an Asian lady.
As a St. Nicholas Graduate, she is effectively bilingual, being fluent and articulate in both the Chinese and
English Languages. She continually seeks self-improvementand, in the face of rapid changes in society, she is
able to maintain her bearing and self-confidence. She can function independently, creatively and wisely. She is
analytical and discerning with organisational and leadership skills and has a love of knowledge for its own sake.
She knows that education is a life-long endeavor and is prepared to meet whatever challenges await her.
A loyal Singaporean, she understands and appreciates the importance of the Shared Values of Singapore and
realises that these values are essential to the peace, harmony and good will of her family , community, society and
Nation. She also has been guided to see the importance of putting the welfare and good of others before her own
interests and needs.
By the time of her graduation from St. Nicholas, she is able to play at least one musical instrument and has learned
sports and games that will help her to keep fit and healthy throughout her life. She also appreciates music and art
and possesses all the domestic skills necessary for cooking, sewing, gardening and home -decoration so as to be a
good wife, mother and hostess. She is thus able to occupy her time meaningfully and fruitfully.
She is able to socialise easily and has a great sense of propriety knowing how to dress tastefully and appropriately
and to carry herself elegantly. She is able to mix and relate well with young or old, rich or poor . As a convent
girl, she appreciates the advantages her education has given her and accepts with a glad heart that she has a
special obligation to the under-privileged, old, handicapped and disadvantaged in our society.
She is sensitive towards the feelings of others and has learned to be tactful, considerate, caring and kind. She does
her best to understand and respect people of other races, religions, cultures and traditions, while she herself
honours the core values of our Nation and culture.
She is adaptable and versatile both at home as well as in society. She is a religious young woman who accepts,
propogates and practices Singapore's Family values. She is prepared to be a gracious wife and mother as well as
a dynamic leader and organiser. However, when the occasion warrants, she has the humility to let others lead. She
knows her strengths and accepts her limitations.
She participates enthusiastically in all that she does. She has a positive attitude towards life and living. She is
totally involved and committed in her contribution to family and nation. Her intensity is such that she is able to
inspire others to follow suit.
She is a joyful, loyal, serene and genteel person who works towards a cohesive society. She is ever-ready to
sacrifice self for family and nation. In the f ace of adversity, she has perseverance and courage.
She is a St. Nicholas Girl.
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CHIJ ST. NICHOLAS GIRLS' SCHOOL

OUR EXTRA-CURRICULAR, CO-CURRICULAR AND SPECIAL ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMMES
In line with our emphases on a well-rounded education and the search for excellence in
education, our extra-curricular, co-curricular activities are wide ranging, and actively
involve pupils, their parents, our old girls and our teachers. Participation in the ECA
and our Special Enrichment Programme is compulsory, while participation in the
co-curricular activities is optional but strongly encouraged. The Special Enrichment
Programme is designed to remind our pupils of the importance of their role as girls and
later as women, and of fulfilling their many other roles - as girls, future home-makers
and mothers, career women —more efficiently
A

ENRICHMENT / SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRAMMES

Public Speaking
Spoken English
Creative Writing (Chinese & English)
Journalism/Editing
Library Skills
Historical Field Trips
Geographical Field Trips

Literaiy, Dramatic and Debating Skills
Story-telling Skills
Oral Communication Skills
Appreciation of Chinese Literature
B

AESTHETIC ACTIVITIES
1 Art

Chinese finger-painting
Contemporary painting
Batik Painting
Porcelain Painting
Cartoon drawing

2 Craft
Wood Carving
Copper tooling
Basketry
Knitting
Crochet
Patchwork
Origami
Framing

Fabric Painting
Art Appreciation
Chinese Calligraphy
Block Painting

Garland Making
Clay Modelling
Pebble Painting
Glass painting
Balloon craft
Paper craft
Papier mache
Silhouette cutting

3

Home skills

Flower arrangement
Bonsai
Dumpling making
Cake-making
Simple Home meals
Dian Xin and Titbits
Jelly-making
Western dishes
Healthy Cooking

4

Music/Dance

Guitar
Harmonica
Composing of Songs
Angklong
Chinese Instrumental group -Erhu, Guzheng, Dizi
Violin
Piano
Chinese Orchestra
Recorder
Vocal Training String Orchestra
Basic Music Appreciation
Symphonic Band
Appreciation of Chinese Opera Choir
Social Dance
Chinese Dance
Malay Dance
Mass Dance
Folk Dance

5

C

Recreation

Chess Club
Green Fingers Club
Adventure Club
Star Gazing Club

Flag Dance
Japanese Dance
Indian Dance
St. Nicholas Family Dance

Collectors' Club
Nature Club
Photography Club
Weiqi Club

COMMUNITY SERVICE/PERSONAL AWARENESS

Social Etiquette
Social Awareness
Basic Skin Care
Eye Care
Celebration of Life
D

Vegetable carving
Simple Interior Decoration
Ketupat making
RotiPrata
Mooncakes
Nonya Cakes
Vegetarian Dishes
Breadmaking

National Youth Achievement Programme
Counselling/Careers
Hair Care
Community and Care

SPORTS

Aerobic( step, funk)
Yoga
Table Tennis
Softball
Gymnastics

Aquaerobics
Badminton
Hockey
Athletics
Mini Tennis

TaiChi Club
Basketball
Netball
Swimming
Golf Lessons

E

T TNT FORMED GROUPS

Girl Guides
Brownies
F

National Police Cadet Corps
St John's Ambulance Brigade

MORAL/SPIRTTTTAL

AWARENESS

Bible Study
Legion of Mary
Joyful Vanguard
St Vincent de Paul
Young Christian Students' Movement
G

SPECIAL SKILLS

Word Processing
Computer Programming
Audio Visual Aids Club
H

Shorthand
Chinese Calligraphy

OTHER COURSES

Computer Awareness
Appreciation of Chinese Literature
Creative and Innovative Thinking
Leadership Training
Time Management
Stress Management
Examination Skills
Celebration of Life
Quantum Learning
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CHIJ ST. NICHOLAS GIRLS' SCHOOL
SCHOOL GOAL
A CHRIST-CENTRED SCHOOL COMMUNITY WHERE ALL WORK FOR
THE PROMOTION OF TRUTH, JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND LOVE.
IN PURSUING THE ABOVE GOAL, WE MUST AT ALL TIMES BE AWARE
OF AND WORK FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF THE DISADVANTAGED.

CHARACTERISTICS OF CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' SCHOOLS

1.

The CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School is a Catholic School which commits itself to the
proclamation and the living out of the Gospel in every facet of its life.

2.

The CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School is a School where the poor and the weakest in
society are given priority, where choices and decisions are made from the viewpoint of the
disadvantaged.

3.

The CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School is a community of persons with Christ as its leader,
where the dignity, worth and talents of each person are respected and developed and
where each is encouraged to become a person for others.

4.

The CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School is committed to the total development of the person
in her God-given uniqueness.

5.

The CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School is a school which works for a just society and in the
management of its affairs is seen to be just.

6.

Simplicity, trust in God, gentleness, concern for the poor, a readiness to reach out to
others motivated by Christ-like love, are the outstanding characteristics of a CHIJ St.
Nicholas Girls' School community.
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CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls' School
MISSION STATEMENT
The primary mission of the school is that pupils receive a well-rounded education by concerned
teachers in a Christian atmosphere which is conducive to learning so that they may develop and
learn to the best of their God-given abilities and talents.

SCHOOL POLICY
The policy of the CHIJ St. Nicholas Girls" School focuses on four important areas.
RELIGIOUS AND MORAL VALUES

Religious and moral education will form and integral part of the education of the pupils thereby
forming them in truth, justice and love.
Pupils will be made aware of the less fortunate people living in their midst and be helped to
cultivate a spirit of compassion which will prompt them to take positive steps to help alleviate
their problems and suffering.
Pupils who show symptoms of antisocial or unusual behaviour are detected as early as possible
and special and loving help will be given to them.
THE ROLE OF TEACHERS

Teachers must be aware of and respect the uniqueness of each child, her talents and potential and
give special consideration to the poorer or less able child.
Teachers are encouraged to engage in ongoing reflection and to avail themselves of opportunities
for personal and professional growth so as to be better equipped as effective educators and
counsellors.
It is the teachers' professional responsibility to collectively and individually determine the way the
schools' objectives can be achieved most successfully.

SELF-REALISATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF PUPILS

Pupils have a need to experience the freedom to be themselves in a happy and secure school
environment which is friendly, firm and with room for experimentation, innovation and even
mistakes. In this atmosphere and with the example, help and guidance of their teachers, pupils
will become self reliant and responsible.
A high standard of academic performance will be maintained so that pupils will be motivated to
enjoy learning, become effectively bilingual and learn to think and act independently.
The "Pupil Development Programme" will promote the physical growth of the pupils and also
foster leadership qualities, initiative, good sportsmanship, responsibility and desirable social
interaction.
Pupils will be given an appreciation of aesthetics and be encouraged to participate creatively in
such activities according to their talents.
PARENT INVOLVEMENT AND COLLABORATION

Recognising that the home and parents are the primary influence on a child's development, the
school is committed to an active and amicable collaboration between the school and parents.
Further, the school realises that parent involvement must be actively developed and maintained
continually so that parents and the school can effectively work together for the good of the
children.
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